Compact Book Storage; Some Suggestions
toward a New Methodology for the Shelving
of Less Used Research Materials (Book Review) by Jesse, William H.
Review Articles 
Compact Book Storage 
Compact Book Storage; Some Suggestions 
toward a New Methodology for the Shelv-
ing of Less Used Research Materials. By 
F r e m o n t R i d e r . N e w Y o r k , T h e H a d h a m 
Pre s s , 1949, 9°P- $3-00. 
M r . R i d e r begins th is l i t t le book w i t h an 
analys is of the f u n d a m e n t a l s of book s to r age . 
W h i l e th is analysis con ta in s n o t h i n g n e w , it 
does cons t i t u t e a good point of d e p a r t u r e f o r 
the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s . Since the a u t h o r 
r e c o m m e n d s compac t book s t o r a g e p r i m a r i l y 
f o r l i t t l e -used r e sea rch m a t e r i a l s , t he ques t ion 
of s eg rega t ion of these books f r o m the m u c h -
used ones is a necessary second s tep in his 
thesis deve lopmen t , and in C h a p t e r 2 he, 
" l o n g . . . an apos t le of s eg rega t i on , " r e s t a t e s 
concisely the a r g u m e n t s f o r it. C h a p t e r s 3 
( " T h e R u b e G o l d b e r g C h a p t e r " ) and 4 
( " R o l l i n g and H i n g e d S t a c k s " ) a r e s u p e r -
fluous. T h e f i r s t adds n o t h i n g to the deve lop-
m e n t of the sub j ec t and the o t h e r does l i t t le 
m o r e t h a n descr ibe s o m e t h i n g w h i c h is no t 
r e c o m m e n d e d by the a u t h o r . P a r t I , " A n a l y -
sis," is conc luded w i t h a c h a p t e r on t h e f a c t o r s 
involved in the conven t iona l f o r m of book 
s t o r a g e . 
P a r t I I is cal led "Syn thes i s . " H e r e the 
a u t h o r r ev i ews the oppo r tun i t i e s f o r inc reased 
book capac i ty in exis t ing book s tacks , con-
c lud ing t h a t she lv ing by size is one of the bes t 
w a y s to effect space economies . C h a p t e r 2 
is p e r h a p s the m o s t i m p o r t a n t p a r t of t h e 
book, f o r in it t he a u t h o r l eads us logical ly 
to conc lude w i t h h im t h a t she lv ing books in an 
u p r i g h t posi t ion is t he pr inc ipa l cause of the 
l o w p r o p o r t i o n of s t ack space ac tua l ly ho ld ing 
books. H e r e c o m m e n d s " b o x i n g " f o r m o s t 
books n o t shelved in an u p r i g h t posi t ion, and 
then proceeds , in c u s t o m a r y R i d e r f a sh ion , to 
go into the g r e a t e s t de ta i l conce rn ing so lu t ion 
of al l t he inf in i tes imal p r o b l e m s w h i c h ar i se 
w h e n th is sys tem is pu t in to effect . H e is 
f u l l y a w a r e t h a t b ind ing policies a r e i nex t r i -
cably involved in the p r o b l e m of boxing, and 
t r e a t s th is i m p o r t a n t phase of the s u b j e c t 
comprehens ive ly . M r . R i d e r t hen a t t e m p t s , 
w i t h v a r y i n g success, to s h o w the r e l a t ive 
economy of c o m p a c t book s t o r a g e . N e x t , t he 
a u t h o r i n t e r r u p t s his thesis in o r d e r to a n s w e r 
ques t ions wh ich he a s sumes h a v e a r i sen in the 
mind of the r e a d e r . H e r e he is no t n e a r l y so 
success fu l as he w a s in his w i d e l y - r e a d The 
Scholar and the Future of the Research 
Library, w h e r e such ques t ions w e r e f o r e s e e n 
and a n s w e r e d d u r i n g the d e v e l o p m e n t of the 
thesis , a f t e r the f a sh ion of A r n o l d B e n n e t t 
and m a n y p ro fe s s iona l ph i losophers . T h e 
ob jec t ions he cites w e r e no t a t all t he ones 
wh ich b o t h e r e d m e m o s t as I r e a d his book. 
T h e final c h a p t e r discusses b y - p r o d u c t ad -
v a n t a g e s of boxing. 
T h e book is in te res t ing ly w r i t t e n . T h e 
sub j ec t t r e a t e d is ve ry m u c h w o r t h w h i l e ; t he 
p r o b l e m s p r e s e n t e d and the so lu t ions sug-
ges ted a r e of concern to all of us . W h i l e the 
a u t h o r has a imed his book p r i m a r i l y a t t he 
l a r g e l i b ra ry , t h e r e is m u c h in it wh ich wi l l 
be u s e f u l in sma l l l ib ra r i e s . T h e r e a r e a 
n u m b e r of typograph ica l e r r o r s , b u t in g e n e r a l 
t he f o r m a t and physical a p p e a r a n c e of the 
v o l u m e a r e g o o d . — W i l l i a m H. Jesse, Uni-
versity of Tennessee Libraries. 
Man and Pictures 
From Cave Painting to Comic Strip. A 
Kaleidosope of Human Communication. 
By L a n c e l o t H o g b e n . N e w Y o r k , C h a n t i -
leer P r e s s , 1949. $5.00. 
A n e w c r i t e r ion can be added to those es-
tab l i shed no t long ago by Russe l l L i n e s f o r 
the classi f icat ion of t h e h u m a n species into 
high- , m idd le - and l o w - b r o w : w h e t h e r o r no t 
one is i r r i t a t e d by this n e w book by the a u t h o r 
of Science for the Citizen and Mathematics 
for the Million. H o g b e n himself says in the 
f o r e w o r d of his book t h a t " i t wi l l p lease 
ne i t he r the h i g h - b r o w n o r the l o w - b r o w . " 
O n first s ight , y o u r r e v i e w e r w a s cons iderab ly 
i r r i t a t e d . M a n y of the r e a d e r s of the College 
and Research Libraries w i l l be l ikewise 
a f fec ted . 
Ser iously , t h e book wh ich looks e x t r e m e l y 
s t i m u l a t i n g and chal lenging, has annoy ing 
cha rac te r i s t i c s . T h e r e is obscur i ty in its s tyle 
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